
How to Write a “Where I’m From” Poem

Poetry without form is like tennis without a net
~Robert Frost

Create a poem using the “Where I’m From” format.  Create a podcast and/or video to post on your weebly site along with your poem.

DETAILS

I have always loved this genre of poetry because it helps and almost forces a writer to work in imagery and actions that he or she already knows well, and though it is a poem with a type of form and structure, it still allows for a lot of variation and creativity in how the poem is created.

Our goal is for you to create a Where I’m From” poem, and, if you have the time and spunk, create a video and podcast of the poem to go along with it. At the very least, create the podcast!

The structure of the poem uses a rhetorical technique called Parallelism, which is the use of repeated words, word types, and phrases.  Before we go any further, it will probably be useful if your read my thoughts on parallelism—and maybe even try out the exercises. 

Parallelism: 
Parallelism employs the repetition of words, word types, and phrases to emphasize and amplify an idea, thought, experience or fact by adding a rhythmic and powerful cadence to prose and poetry (where it is also called “anaphora). 

Parallel Words: Sometimes a single word repeated a few times can add great effect to a series of thoughts:
Believe in yourself; believe that you are the master of your fate, and believe that what you are pales beside what you can be.

Parallel Word Types: In this example, several adjectives in a series creates the parallel structure
You are sweet, kind, and giving.
Parallel Phrases: In this biblical poem, the use of the phrase “a time to…and a time to” introduces a series of contrasting realities, quite effectively I might add as this has been a popular poem for several thousand years.
There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.
~Ecclesiastes 3

Writing Exercises
Practice using parallelism by completing these exercises.

Exercise #1: Create five sentences that show the use of single words to create parallel structure. Use the word at least three times in the sentence.
Put your text here
Put your text here
Put your text here
Put your text here
Put your text here

Exercise #2: Create five sentences that show the use of word types (adjectives, nouns or verbs to create parallel structure. Use the word type at least three times in the sentence.
Put your text here
Put your text here
Put your text here
Put your text here
Put your text here

Exercise #3: Create five sentences that show the use of similar phrases to create parallel structure. Use the phrase at least three times in the sentence.
Put your text here
Put your text here
Put your text here
Put your text here
Put your text here

Exercise #4: Rewrite these sentences by adding parallel structure. Your new sentence should retain the same meaning but be more clear and concise (fewer) words—which is always a good practice as a writer. Bold your parallel structure.
For Example: 
Suzie is always willing to help around the house, and she does chores with being asked while all the time seeming happy to help out. (25 words)
New Sentence: Suzie is always willing to help around the house, to do chores with asking, and to seem happy to help out. (21 words)

Now try it yourself!
The mountains in New Hampshire are beautiful because they are big and rocky, and they are majestic, which makes them breathtaking to see.

New Sentence: Put your text here. (word count)
I have always hated to do writing exercises that have no purpose, and that are hard to understand and which take forever to finish.

New Sentence: Put your text here. (word count)
I am the kind person who likes to play outdoors and go for walks in the woods, and I also like to climb big trees.

New Sentence: Put your text here. (word count)

I hope that helped! At least it couldn’t have hurt:)
In its most basic form, a “where I’m from” poem tries to paint a picture of your life that lives not only in your past, but also in your present—and by incorporating your dreams and hopes, your future as well. By “painting a picture” you will need to use specific images and actions—nouns and verbs—that help readers see and feel what you see and feel.


Exercise #5: Write a “Where I am From” poem.

The fun part now is to begin to write by establishing the parallel structure you will use to start your poem.
Remember that you can shift to new parallel structures whenever you want and revert to ones you have used earlier in the poem.
A timeless approach is to remember the rule of three: for some reason us humans love to hear things in groups of three
Here are some possible parallelism techniques to use—in no particular order:
I am… 
I am from people…names of people important in your life. Don’t worry that people may not know who these people are, but if you wish to add more information list the name and then add “who…and an image of what they have down for you).
I am from places…add and describe the places that have shaped your life
I am from doing…activities you like to do. List the things that 
I am from a family that…describe things that your family does that makes your family unique from—or even the same as—other families.
I am from eating…the foods you love or hate, when it was served and why you love it or hate it.
I am from listening to…this can be songs, quotes from family members, teachers or friends.
I was once…here you can list the changes in your life—and hence your own evolution by providing images of you doing stuff at different stages of your life.
I am from challenges…here you can list the challenges you faced and overcame and also the challenges that remain.
I am from awesomeness…likewise, there is nothing wrong with listing your accomplishments.
I am from dreaming…here is a way to bridge past and future by listing old dreams and new dreams.
I am from hearing, smelling, seeing, touching… anything sensory that jumps out of you
I am from believing… what do you believe to be true and unalterable. This is a good way to express your thoughts, opinions and ideas.
I am from reading…what are the books and poems and stories that shaped your life and when and where and how and why.
If every sentence starts with “I am from” the poem might get tedious. You can also mix up the “I am from” lead-in. You can just as easily add different tyopes parallel structure such repeating verb phrases: e.g. I walked, I sang, I read, I remember; or even just repeated word types: e.g. The lazy days, cold nights, warm summers; or gerunds like singing, dancing, laughing, crying, etc; or 
This is just a the stuff that comes to me. Other different ideas may come to you. Please follow your heart when this happens. It is usually the right way to go. I will also create this as a Quip document, and I am glad to help you and advise you as you write. 
My final advice whenever teaching poetry is that to be a poet, you need to live like one, which means read poetry, write poetry, study poetry, and share poetry. It is a habit that like learning to play music is a skill you’ll never regret learning; in fact, it is something you’ll wish you had spent more time doing in your youth!

Exercise #6: Proofread and Publish.
Post this to iTunes when finished!
Post your poem to your blog along with a podcast of you reciting your poem.






