
The Literary Analysis Essay 
Ten Steps To a Great Essay!

A good essay is as short as it can be, 
but as long as it needs to be!
~Fitz

This is a basic rubric to help guide you as you craft and construct a literary analysis essay that is well-balanced, unified and flows in a logical and natural way. It is intended to be used in conjunction with any special details required by the essay requirements and especially the Literary Analysis Paragraph Rubric, as well as The Top Ten Essay Openings, How To Write an Essay Conclusion, Fitz’s Punctuation Rules, and The Art of the Essay—all of which can be found on TheCraftedWord.org

This is setup for a five paragraph essay, but more paragraphs can be inserted as needed.
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1. ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION


Name
Class Section
Assignment Name
Due Date


2. MAIN TITLE

· Your title is the first step in leading readers towards the overarching theme of your essay. 
· It should be very brief—no more than three to five words

Put Your Title Here



3. SUBTITLE
· Your subtitle narrows down your essay to specifically what you are attempting to accomplish in your essay.
· No more than seven words

Put your subtitle here


4. GUIDING QUOTE

· A guiding quote from the piece of literature will also help set the tone and direction of your essay.
· This quote can be—though not required to be—a quote you use in one of your body paragraphs.

Put your quote here, centered and in italics


The Opening Paragraph
Set the Scene & State the Theme

5. SET THE SCENE 
· Study The Crafted Word “Techniques for Essay Openings” and choose a technique best suited to your essay

For Example
· You could use parallel structure here. 
· e.g. Henry David Thoreau went to Walden “because he wished to live deliberately.” He did not want his life to be….  He wanted…. He teaches how to shape our lives in better ways…

[Put your text here]


6. STATE THE THEME
· Create a clear, concise, and compelling thesis (theme) for your essay. 
· Use two or three clauses to state your theme or themes—and be specific and focused on the to those themes you are going to write about in your essay
· e.g. In Chapter two of Walden, “Where I Lived and What I Lived For,” Henry David Thoreau passionately argues that we need to simplify our lives by shaping our lives consciously and deliberately, and he makes the argument so convincingly that it is next to impossible to read Walden and not look more critically at the way we live our own lives.
 
[Put your text here]

The Body Paragraphs
Use as many as you need!


7. FIRST BODY PARAGRAPH
· Use the Literary Analysis Paragraph Rubric to create the paragraph.
· Do not put a quote above the paragraph, and you do not need to mention the book title and the author as that has already been stated in your opening paragraph.  
· Make sure your paragraph has several (at least 2 insertion quotes and one longer block quote.
· Include at least one “outside source” quote in your head and heart to back up your thoughts.
· Make sure your last line “transitions” to the next paragraph in a logical way.

[Put your text here]


8. SECOND BODY PARAGRAPH
· Again, use the Literary Analysis Paragraph Rubric to create the paragraph.
· Do not put a quote above the paragraph, and you do not need to mention the book title and the author as that has already been stated in your opening paragraph.  
· Make sure your paragraph has several (at least 2 insertion quotes and one longer block quote.
· Include at least one or more “outside source” quote(s) in your head and heart to back up your thoughts.
· Make sure your last line “transitions” to the next paragraph in a logical way.

[Put your text here]

9. FINAL BODY PARAGRAPH
· Again, use the Literary Analysis Paragraph Rubric to create the paragraph.
· Do not put a quote above the paragraph, and you do not need to mention the book title and the author as that has already been stated in your opening paragraph.  
· Make sure your paragraph has several (at least 2 insertion quotes and one longer block quote.
· Include at least one or more “outside source” quote(s) in your head and heart to back up your thoughts.
· Make sure your last line “transitions” to the next paragraph in a logical way.

[Put your text here]

The Conclusion


10. CONCLUSION
· Use one of The Crafted Word Conclusion Techniques to end your essay.
· Do not restate what you have written; reframe what you have written about

For Example:
· Using Technique #1: Use a tricolon sentence structure to craft your conclsuion
· Thoreau did not just wish to live deliberately—he lived deliberately, and in his experiment at Walden Pond he rid himself of the frivolous details of life and focused on living simply—if only to see “what it had to teach;” moreover, what Thoreau wrote about 150 years ago can teach all of us—including myself—valuable lessons that will make our own hectic, modern day lives less frivolous and more fulfilling.

[Put your text here]


Copy and Paste Your Completed Essay Here
· Proofread, edit & revise as needed
· Read and re-read the details of the particular assignment

[Put your text here]


*When finished, submit your final and formatted copy as required by your teacher or editor.
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